
Speaking and Listening Progression Document – St Nic’s 

 
Speaking and listening skills are fundamental to children's progress in all areas of the curriculum and within their life journey, and the need for effective and 
respectful oral communication is vital to help us understand each other and develop and enhance life skills. 
 
Intent 
  
St Nic’s values and seeks to develop children's speaking and listening skills as an integral part of the school curriculum and prepare children to establish 
positive relationships inside and outside the school with the ability to actively listen carefully and respectfully to others, considering different points of view, 
and become confident speakers who understand that what they have to say and how they express ideas is important. We seek to ensure that children talk 
about what they learn and also have opportunities to speak confidently on subjects that matter to them. Our intent is to: 
  

• To develop children's speaking and listening skills through a wide range of opportunities. 
• To value everyone’s contributions during discussions. 
• To encourage all children to listen carefully, respectfully and actively to others, valuing and responding to other’s viewpoints and opinions, 

developing their empathy skills. 
• To enable children to speak audibly, clearly and confidently in 1 to 1, group and whole class situations in a variety of contexts. 
• To support those who find speaking and listening more of a challenge through an inclusive and respectful approach, taking account of differing 

needs on a one to one basis. 
• To help children understand how to adapt their use of language, varying use in relation to purpose and audience and to discuss issues with others in 

a respectful manner, showing respect of differing viewpoints. 
• To encourage children to develop proficiency in Standards English as well as promote a respect for other languages and dialects. 
• To raise children's writing through their ability to initially express themselves effectively orally in order to produce writing of a higher quality. 
• To raise children’s language comprehension through a focus on vocabulary and discussion within the classroom, through books and key vocabulary 

shared and discussed across the curriculum.  
  
Implementation 
 
Approaches to teaching and learning, including a focus on drama, role play and storytelling, encourage children to voice their ideas in small group, large 
group and whole class situation, appreciating and showing respect for different points on view, discussing respectfully where views differ. We appreciate 
and understand that discussing issues with peers enhances learning.  
 



Staff model the use of higher level vocabulary within their speech and expanding children’s vocabulary is a key focus from EYFS up.  Subject specific 
vocabulary is embedded across the curriculum through teacher modelling in context. Contextual learning helps children to understand new words and 
supports them in including them in their work. 
 
Regular guided and whole class reading sessions encourage children to explore unfamiliar vocabulary and expand their knowledge of words.  Staff model 
correct grammar in speech and encourage children to reflect this in their use of spoken and written language.  Children are regularly given the opportunity 
to orally rehearse ideas for writing. 
 
Daily reading out loud sessions within all classes gives regular opportunities for children to practise listening, talking and discussing respectfully whilst 
understanding new vocabulary in context. 
 
Drama is used across the curriculum in meaningful ways to engage and deepening understanding, giving children the opportunity to embed vocabulary in 
shared activities.  Use of the No Outsiders picturebook scheme across the school encourages respectful discussion through speaking and listening about a 
diverse range of themes that helps to aim that St Nic’s children become responsible and respectful citizens who listen to others and speak with confidence. 
 
At least once each term, each class leads an assembly to the school, with children encouraged to explain their ideas and thoughts clearly.  Children in 
Foundation and Key Stage 1 take part in a nativity play each Christmas, with Year 2 children encouraged to have a speaking part, whilst in Key Stage 2, the 
year 6 production provides opportunities to perform to an audience.   
 
 
Impact 
 
In a safe, inclusive and encouraging environment, children develop into effective communicators who listen and speak with kindness, empathy and respect 
to each other and learn to speak with confidence and clarity.  Children recognise that the way we listen and speak to each other has a huge impact on how 
we are heard and viewed and understand that through listening and speaking with respect and empathy, misunderstandings can be addressed, and 
relationships enhanced. 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Speaking and Listening End of Year Milestones 

 Listening and Understanding  Speaking Being Imaginative and Expressive 

EYFS • Listen attentively and respond to what they 
hear with relevant questions, comments and 
actions when being read to and during whole 
class discussions and small group 
interactions 

• Make comments about what they have 
heard and ask questions to clarify their 
understanding 

• Hold conversation when engaged in back-
and-forth exchanges with their teacher and 
peers 

• Participate in small group, 
class and one-to-one 
discussions, offering their 
own ideas, using recently 
introduced vocabulary 

• Offer explanations for why 
things might happen, 
making use of recently 
introduced vocabulary from 
stories, non-fiction, rhymes 
and poems when 
appropriate 

• Express their ideas and 
feelings about their 
experiences using full 
sentences, including use of 
past, present and future 
tenses and making use of 
conjunctions, with 
modelling and support from 
their teacher. 

• Invent, adapt and recount 
narratives and stories with 
peers and their teacher 

• Sing a range of well-known 
nursery rhymes and songs 

• Perform songs, rhymes, 
poems and stories with 
others, and – when 
appropriate – try to move in 
time with music. 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 


